
PAST AND PRESENT OF WINNESHIEK COUNTY 319 

In politics Mr. Parman is a stanch republican, while his religious faith is indicated by his 

membership in the Congregational church of Decorah. Fraternally he is identified with the 

Masonic blue lodge; Dodge No. 230, Knights of Pythias; and Dodge No. 443, Benevolent 

Protective Order of Elks at Decorah. In private life he has been actuated by principles which 

govern honorable and upright manhood and the same high ideals have ever been manifest 

in his business, dealings. 

 
 

WILLIAM C. FIFIELD. 

William C. Fifield, a veteran of the Civil war and an early settler in Winneshiek county, has 

been connected with the agricultural interests of Fremont township since 1865 and since that time 

has become one of the largest landowners and most representative farmers in this vicinity. 

Throughout the entire period he has made his home upon his present farm and his individual 

prosperity, which is the result of his untiring industry, is counted an important factor in general 

development. 

Mr. Fifield was born in Rutland county, Vermont, July 16, 1843, and is a son of William and 

Laura (Ransom) Fifield, natives of that state, where the paternal ancestors settled in very early 

times. The house which was built by the grandfather of the subject of this review is still standing 

and in good condition, although it is over one hundred and fifty years old. William Fifield, father 

of the subject of this review, was a machinist by trade and operated a foundry and machine shop 

in Vermont until the summer of 1854, when he moved to Winneshiek county and entered a 

quarter section of government land in Fremont township. After improving this place to some 

extent his health failed and he was ever afterward an invalid, although he spent the remainder of 

his life upon his farm, dying in 1880. He was a man of excellent education, a college graduate, and 

for many years a school-teacher and when he first settled in Winneshiek county taught the little 

log cabin school. His wife survives him and makes her home with the subject of this review at the 

age of ninety-eight. 

William C. Fifield acquired his education partly in Vermont and partly in Winneshiek county, 

being eleven years of age when his parents settled here. He remained upon his father's farm until 

September, 1862, when he enlisted in Company D, Sixth Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, for service in the 

Civil war. He was mustered out in November, 1865, and afterward returned to Winneshiek county. 

His father gave him forty acres of land in Fremont township and to this he soon afterward added 

the adjoining one hundred and twenty acres. This farm he cleared and improved with 

characteristic energy and from time to time bought more land until he became one of the most 

extensive property owners in this vicinity. Much of his land he has divided among his children 

but he retains a fine tract of three hundred and twenty acres, which, owing to his able 

management, is one of the best improved and most valuable farms in the township. In addition 

to this he owns a slate mine in Vermont and he spends much of his time in that state. 

Mr. Fifield married, on the 2d of June, 1869, Miss Malinda Shelmidine, a daughter of Date and 

Sarah (Hunter) Shelmidine, natives of Pennsylvania. The 


